Ordinary Mary’s Extraordinary Deed by Emily Pearson


Character Trait:  Caring, Giving
Small group: Friendship
Grades: K-4th 
Time: 25 minutes
Materials:
	Ordinary Mary’s Extraordinary Deed Book
	Dictionary or dictionary app
Writing surface like a large piece of paper (I use flipcharts) or white board


Lesson:
1. Show the class the cover of the book and ask if the girl looks like she could change the world and what could such a little girl do to change the entire world. Muse over she doesn’t look that big or strong and maybe we should figure out what some of these words mean on the cover. Ask older children to define “ordinary” and “extraordinary” or look them up and read the definitions for the younger grade levels.  
2. Read Ordinary Mary’s Extraordinary Day.
3. Ask again if they think she changed the world and ask them to explain how.
4. [bookmark: _GoBack]Use the writing surface to list all the ways she made a difference in caring for others in one column. Make a list in a second column of things that children can do at school to help others. Challenge the children to find opportunities to do at least one of these ideas in the next week. (We tie these in to our Rachel’s Challenge program and encourage them to write a chain link when they see their classmates doing these nice things for others.
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